Broadcasting I

Mrs. Fobes

2020-2021
The Philosophy of Broadcasting

This course is meant, as an introduction to broadcast media, and time will be spent in both a class setting and in the broadcast studio working on stories for the daily news program.  A school-to-work connection will not only emphasize the skills needed to write good news copy, but also the means of putting a successful news program together.  You will use real-life application exercises utilizing the broadcasting equipment, computers, and Adobe software to develop news stories, commercials, and news reports for NHS News. You will strengthen your writing skills with exercises that examine the type of copy used in broadcasting and other media outlets, and proper news delivery will be emphasized.  You will also be given the opportunity to explore different positions needed to run a broadcasting station on a rotation basis, as well as given the opportunity to anchor the news show. Everyone will be encouraged to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate situations at home, school, or work and apply technology to complete the tasks efficiently and effectively.

Please sign, take a picture, and upload it to Schoology by September 18.  This will be a graded homework assignment worth 5 points. Parents, if you have any questions regarding your son or daughter’s progress, or any other matter, please reach out.  My e-mail address is sfobes@nycsd.k12.pa.us, and I check it throughout the day.
Broadcast Overview:
· Writing exercises meant to strengthen the broadcast news style.

· Lab exercises in the studio to learn studio equipment

· Production of the morning news program

· Utilization of course textbook for programs and exercises

· Independent video projects to learn camera operations. 

· Utilization of computer editing software.

Textbook:

You will be using the teacher text: Broadcast News:  Writing, Reporting, and Producing in order to learn proper style and format of broadcast news writing, and the Television Production:  A Classroom Approach, Second Edition, a classroom lab book that will focus on the equipment in the news studio.

How can you be successful in this class?

· Come to class on time every day, and remain seated until the dismissal bell rings. Much of this course is based on class projects, so continued absences may negatively impact your grade. If you arrive late, make sure to have a pass.
· Complete assignments and care about the quality of these assignments. There will be due dates class projects, and I subtract -5 points a day for two days, then 50% by day three, except in cases of illness or other unforeseen circumstances. 
· If you are absent, ask a classmate what you missed, look to my board and overhead for assignments, or see me after any class introductions for clarifications. You can also see me about any missed assignments during my study hall period 5, or during my prep period 9. *Things are too hectic in the morning to talk to me because of NHS News!  
· New this year:  All work throughout the week (including in-class assignments) will be uploaded to your class folder on Schoology.
· Give more than just a “good faith” effort. *Copy write laws and the final projects adherence to these laws will continually be stressed.  You are not permitted to copy any material (pictures, text, or music) from another Website unless given explicit permission from the Website owner.  You will be encouraged to use their own photos and materials, and lists of free material Websites will be provided. Any plagiarized assignment will receive a 50% for the first offense, and a “0” for anything after this. 
· Acceptable Use Policy:  
I would also like to review the school policy in regards to acceptable use of the computers.  Everyone signed an agreement stating that they will use school computers for assignment related purposes only.  You are not permitted to check e-mail, download games or additional software into their server folders, share access to their folders with other students, willfully cause harm to another student’s server folder, willfully harm a classroom computer or a piece of computer related equipment, impersonate another user, attempt to use instant messaging, or to use the network to access obscene material or for inappropriate language.  If you are caught doing any of the above, you will have your computer privileges revoked for any length of time. 
· Be cooperative and courteous, and give respect in order to get respect. This means respecting each individual’s right to learn, and coming into class sans ear buds and a visible cell phone. The administration would like cell phone policies to be the same no matter what classroom you are in, so you will receive one verbal prompt to put the phone away. The second offense means turning it off and placing it on my desk until the end of the period. (I will also contact home about this disruption). Time number three means a repeat of the above actions (placing it on my desk), but now administrators will get involved.  

· Treat all equipment with care. You will be assigned a computer and are responsible for its condition.

· Have a positive attitude.
· You will need your passbook to go to the bathroom or elsewhere. (That means filling it out, getting me to sign it, then signing in and out on my clipboard by the door.)
Food/drink:

New this year:  you will not be able to eat food or drink anything other than water in my room or in the studio.
Materials Needed:
A lot of the writing will come from teacher presentations and materials (i.e. handouts).  The lab textbook will also need to stay in the classroom, so it is vital that students have the following every day of class:

· Class notebook

· Pen and/or pencil

· Class folder  

Evaluation Criteria:
This class is “project” driven, so you will be given rubrics that help guide you in your finished work and explain how I graded your project.  A completion grade will be awarded for textbook chapter questions and homework. You will also take a turn filling positions in the morning news program.
Homework/Projects:
Homework and projects for this class will take many forms.  You will have vocabulary to learn, writing exercises to help strengthen your ability to write news for broadcast, and you will have projects that help you learn about the studio equipment, and how to film. All will be collected/checked on designated due dates.  -5 points will be deducted for every day late except in cases of illness or other unforeseen circumstances.

Projects:

You will be required to complete a variety of programs based on the specific chapters of study.
Grading Scale:
A= 93%     B= 85-92%     C= 77-84%      D= 70-76%      F= Below 70%
Let’s make this a great year!
Mrs. Fobes

I have read the Broadcast class syllabus, and I understand what is expected of me in this class.  (Please be sure to print names as well.)

_____________________________________     _________________________________________

Print Student Name 



    
Student Signature


________________

Date

I have read the Broadcast class syllabus, and I understand what is expected of my son or daughter.

____________________________________     
   __________________________________                 

Print Parent Name



   Parent Signature


Please include an updated e-mail address so that I can keep you informed of progress.

______________________________

____________________

Preferred E-mail address
                  
Date

____________________________

Phone Number (you prefer)

Indicate the best time to be contacted, if necessary __________________
