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Genetics Unit Vocabulary List 

Relax.  We will review these terms as we move through the unit.  Provide a 
definition of each in your own words. 
Intermediate Inheritance  ï Inhe ritance  whe re  the re  is no dominant or  re ce s s iv e  alle le  but 

the re  is a ble nding of t he  two  

 

Plasmid  ï Bac te rial D N A in the  form of a  ring  

 

Recombinant DNA  ï A DNA s trand wi th DN A from tw o diffe re nt or ganis ms .   

 

Codominance  ï Type of inh e ritance  whe re  both alle le s  are  ex press e d  

 

Allele – The  dif fe re nt forms  of a ge ne . Y ou h ave  two f or each ge ne ,  one  from Mom,  one  from 

Dad.  

 

Multiple Alleles  ï Inhe ritance  whe re  more  than tw o alle le s  aff e ct the  phe notype of one  gene  

 

Polygenic Traits  ï A trait  tha t is aff e cte d by the  inte raction of mor e  than one  ge ne  

 

Genetic Engineering  ï DNA from one orga nis m is  put into ano the r organis m  

 

Homozygous ï the ge notype whe re  an org anis m inh e rits  two of t he  same  alle le s  (true -

bre e ding).  Can be do minant o r re ce s s iv e  

 

Trait – A phy s ical char acte ris tic th at is c ode d for in your DNA , varie s  from one indivi dual to  

anothe r .  



 

Genetics –  The  scie ntific study of he re dity, o r how tr aits a re  pas s e d from pare nts to offs pring.  

 

Recessive – An alle le  that can be  c overe d up by a dominant alle le .   On ly  ex pres se d if  both 

alle le s  are  re ce ss iv e .  

 

Genotype – The  actual alle le s  you carry ï not all m ay be  ex pre s s ed.  (Jus t the  lette rs )  

 

Chromosome  ï The  c onde ns e d form of DN A.  M a de of ge ne s  that  control your trai ts .  

 

Gene ï P ortions  of  a c hromos ome that  code  for a p articul ar tr ait.  

 

Dominant  -  S aid of a n alle le  that c an cove r,  or mas k, a re ce s s iv e  alle le .   Are  always  ex pres s e d  

 

Probability  ï the  like lihood of s omethin g ha ppe nin g ï in this  cas e , a tr ait  be ing vis ible .  

 

Phenotype ï The  phys ical charac te ris tics  you can s e e .  

 

Hybridization  ï Mati ng of tw o re late d  org a nis ms  that ge ne tically  diffe r in characte ris tics  

   

Heterozygous ï The ge notype whe re  an or ganis m inh e rits  two dif fe re nt alle le s  (hy brid)  

 

Meiosis ï pro ce s s  of cel l div is ion that re s ults  in ½ the  normal numb e r of chromos omes .  

 


