Quick and Easy Reading Games for Young Children    
reprinted from Criscuolo and Koppman, Instructor Publications, May 1979             

When Helping your child read...



DO







•  Show by example.  Let your child see you read.



•  Compare children.  Every child and adult is different.

•  Read to your child...even once they can read.




•  Talk with your child.  It encourages language development.


•   Listen to your child.  Give him opportunities for oral expression.




•  Take your child places.  When these firsthand experiences are met in a book, he will   understand what he is reading.

•  Praise your child.










DON’T
•Compare children.  Every child and adult is different.

•Insist your child read to you, unless she wants to.

•Force the child to “sound out” words; tell him unknown words so he does not lose the story’s      meaning.

•Encourage your child to read books more difficult than he feels comfortable reading.

•Criticize failed attempts at reading.

•Use reading as punishment.

Games to practice Following Directions - an important skill for school success!
Add-ons



Ask your child to draw a red house with two windows, a door, and two trees. Other items may be added later.  Child should draw items in the order you called them.

Fill a square


Fold 9” x 12” paper into eight squares and number each.  Ask your youngster to draw 
a cat in the third square, a tree in the seventh, and so on, until all squares are filled.
Family movies



After your child has read a library book, suggest he draw a series of pictures from the story.  Pictures are shown to the family as the child retells the story.

Answer my note


Write directions or ask questions on slips of paper and put in a box.  Ask you youngster to pull out a slip each day and write its answer. 

Room pictures


Draw a picture of a house and label the rooms - kitchen, living room, dining room, and so on.  Ask your child to find pictures of things usually found in each room--stove(kitchen), couch(living room).

Planting time


Plant flower or vegetable seeds in a box.  Have the child keep a running record of growth from seed until it is full-grown.

Flash-a-picture


Cut large, colorful pictures from magazines.  Ask your youngster to look at the picture for a few seconds, then put it down and see what items are remembered.

Which is missing?


Put five objects on the tables - - perhaps a pencil, spoon, apple, paper clip, and a cup.  Ask your child to close eyes as you remove one of them.  Then he tells which one is missing.  Later, play the same game using different objects.  For a variation, change object’s position and ask how it is different. 

Follow these directions


Give child crayons or felt pens and an old newspaper.  Give such directions as:


1.  Take your purple and underline all the letters “a” and “i.”


2.  With your red, circle the letters “o” and “u.”


3.  Using your green, put a box around “x”, “y”, and “z.”

Younger children can find and circle items in pictures.  Older kids can find and circle words or phrases.

Shape of things


From construction paper cut shapes - - rectangle, circle, triangle, square, diamond, even a half circle. Provide your child with paper and crayons.  Show a shape and ask him to draw it.  Proceed adding shapes until a picture has been made.  

Games to practice Looking and Listening - picking out likeness and differences in sounds around us will help your child notice sounds in words, and to be a better listener
Picture Reading



Show a picture and have your child discuss the main idea, the figures in the foreground or background, the colors, and so on.  Ask such questions as “What does the girl have in her hand?”  or “What is flying in the sky?”

Sorting pictures


Clip pictures of toys, clothing, cooking utensils, tools, cars, pets, and food from magazines.  Paste one of 
each category on individual shoe boxes.  Child puts remaining pictures in proper boxes.  

Classifying pictures

Draw or cut out a picture of fruit, clothing item, vehicle, human being, animal, and so on.  Paste each at the 
top of a large chart.  Your child finds pictures that fit these groups, cuts them out, and pastes on correct chart.

Rhyme-a-riddle



Ask sentence riddles, giving a rhyming clue to the answer.  For example:


1.  This is something we drive.  Its name rhymes with star  (car).


2.  This is a little animal that likes cheese.  Its name rhymes with house (mouse).


3.  You have one of these on your face.  Its name rhymes with rose (nose).

Patterns and rhythms

Clap different patterns and have the child imitate.  Tap a pencil on a table using different patterns and rhythms; child listens and repeats.

What was added?

State a very simple sentence.  Example: “My grandpa likes my dog.”  Now expand the sentence, a phrase 
at a time, and ask the child to tell you what was added: “My sweet, old grandpa likes my old, gray Sheep dog very much.”

Listen and repeat



Have your child listen and repeat alliteration sentences.  For example,  “Beautiful Bonnie Baker baked brown brownies before Bob’s birthday.”

Put two words together

Say a compound word, separating the two words with a long pause.   Ask your child to put the two words together to make one big word - - pan (pause) cake;  mail (pause) man.

Shake the container

Fill cardboard containers almost full of rice, sugar, pepper, corn, macaroni, and so on.  Tell what foods are in the containers and have your child gently shake each to identify each food.  Additional activity:  have child place containers in order from smaller to larger sounding items.

Games to practice Likenesses and Differences - noting likenesses and differences among words will help children read better.
What a difference!



Cut out three or four pictures of animals and discuss how they are alike, different.  Items of clothing, musical instruments, foods may also be used this way.

Feather your hat

Sketch five identical hats on a piece of paper.  Then put a feather on one, a flower on another, and so on. Have youngsters name what is different about each.

Things that are alike

Have your child select two magazines or newspaper ads, preferable containing children.  Compare and contrast the two pictures for such things as number of people, letters, colors.

Money talks

Place several coins on the table (pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters).  Ask how these are alike (round, shiny), different (size, color, value), and so on.

Letter quiz

Print groups of similar letters on separate slips of paper such as p b d, m n h, g p q, t f l .  Ask your child to pick out the parts of the letters in each set that are alike and that are different.  Youngster then names the letters and writes them.
Feeling textures

Glue swatches of cloth especially those with different textures, such as velvet, net, silk, wool, on 3” x 5” cards.  Ask child to feel likenesses and differences.

What is the same?

Using the cards from the above activity and some additional ones,  ask the child to look at likenesses and differences - - plaids, stripes, polka dots, or solid colors.  Have him place together those that are the same.

A hilly tune

Make up some poems with two lines alike such as:



I am going up the hill



To see a lovely tree.



I am going up the hill



Will you come with me?


Sing or say them and ask the child which lines are the same, which different.

Place the shape


On large sheets of paper draw shapes, one shape per sheet of paper and suggest child draw circle, diamond, and so on.  Help your child find pictures of things in these shapes to cut out, and place on the proper chart.  Circle chart, for example, could have a tire, clock, skillet.

Finish the picture

Cut a magazine picture in half.  Glue one half to a sheet of paper and suggest child draw the missing half of the picture.  When he is done,  show the other half of the picture and compare how they are alike or different.

Games to practice Experiences with Language - provide many opportunities for children to expand their world through language.  Ask questions and encourage them to talk about their activities and experiences.
My feelings



Have  your youngster close eyes while you play a record, read a short story, or sing a song.  When finished, ask what kinds of feelings he had.  Tell him about your own feelings.  Other family members also may join in.

Familiar places

Cut out pictures of several places in your community - - library, doctor’s office, school, farm, fire station, 
restaurant, pharmacy, barber shop - - and label.  Discuss what happens in each of these places, using questions as: In which place would you find a nurse, a waitress, a cow, a fire engine?

Fun box

Put objects of different texture (cotton, rock, sandpaper) in a box.  Child closes eyes, feels one of the objects, and describes it.  

Tell your own story

Select a short, interesting, picture book unfamiliar to your child.  Cover the sentences on each page, then show each picture and ask what is happening or what is being said by the characters.  Write down 
comments.  Continue to end of story.  Then put comments on separate sheets and have child illustrate to create his own book.

Language builders



Explain how a picture of a man could be labeled husband, gather, brother, man, male, and so on.  Select common pictures - - baby, car, cat, plate of food, and so on - - and ask your child to see how many words he can think of that say what the objects are. 

The finish line


Show several action pictures, one at a time making up partial sentences for each such as, “That boy is ____;  The animal looks _______.” Have your child finish each sentence.   See how many endings can be given for each one.

Make it real


Make up several nonsense sentences as, The tree jumped over the road.  We sleep in the yard.  Leaves grow on houses.  Ask why each sentence is not true.

Watch the original


Place carbon paper between two pieces of paper.  As your child tells a story, write it down.  When complete, he illustrates the story on the original, then cuts the words on the carbon copy apart.  He uses these words to classify, alphabetize, or create the story again. 

Talking puppets


Make puppets by gluing or drawing small pictures on tag board circles.  Glue or staple circles to a tongue depressor.  Child tells a story, using these puppets.

Games to practice Left to Right, Top to Bottom - .
Left-to-right



Display three or more objects in a row on the table.  Ask your child to name the objects starting at the left and moving to the right.  Now cover the objects and ask him to name them in left to right order.  Remove cover and together check answer.  

Tracing steps 

Trace child’s left and right feet on paper bags, cut out three of each, and label them L and R.  Child uses these to make foot patterns on the floor, making certain he places them left, right, left, right, and so on.  have him walk the pattern, saying “left” and “right” as he does so.

Top, middle, bottom

Give you child paper and crayons and ask him to follow these directions:  Draw a red line at the top of the paper, and orange cat in the middle of the paper, a black circle at the bottom.

Indian blanket
You will need red, green, orange, and black crayons and white paper.  Place paper horizontally on table.  With black crayon label left side of paper L, right side R.  Tell your child to make a lovely Indian blanket design according to these directions--straight red line from left to right; black zigzag line from left to right; a curly line with orange; a dotted line with green.  Use different types of lines and designs.

Grocery lists


Ask children to help you prepare your shopping list.  As you list items, call attention to the fact that you are starting at the top and ending at the bottom.

Circle the letter


In the newspaper find the letter you child’s name begins with.  Have the child circle it with a crayon or felt pen,  the draw a continuing line left to right until he comes to the letter again; he circles it and continues on to the right again.

Different shapes and sizes


Cut paper shapes, each a different color and a different size.  Place shapes on a table and ask the child to follow these directions:  Place the largest red circle on the table.  Now put the large yellow square to the left of the circle.  Put the small red triangle above the large red square.

Popsicle stick characters


Find a picture of your child’s favorite cartoon character, animal, or TV personality.  Glue it to a popsicle stick, and ask your child to:


1.  Put it in your left hand.


2.  Then put it in your right hand.


3.  Hold it toward the top of the door.


4.  Now move it to the bottom of the door.


Give other directions that involve moving it from top to bottom and from left to right.

Games to practice The Alphabet - Knowing the letters of the alphabet is one of the first steps in learning to read.  Provide much practice with forming and reading letters.
Salt or sand tray


Paint the inside of a shoe box cover in a dark color with paint or felt pen.  Put coarse salt or sand in the cover.  Show child a letters and name it,  then have him form the letter in the salt and name it.   Then shake the salt and form another letter.

Alphabet fun


When traveling by train, car, bus, or even out walking with your child, ask him to look carefully at street signs, billboards, store signs, car license plates, and so on.  When child spots an “a” on a sign, talk about it.  Then continue with “b” and so on in alphabetical order as far as time permits.  On long trips offer a prize to the family member who finds the entire alphabet.

Shopping carts


Draw pictures of large shopping baskets and label each with a letter of the alphabet.  From old magazines kinds cut out pictures of items that begin with letters indicated and paste them on the correct basket. 

Feel the letter shape


Cut letters of the alphabet form sandpaper and paste each on an oak-tag square.  Make an arrow to show where to begin forming the letter and guide your child’s finger with forming and feeling the letter while naming it.

Alphabet story


Make up a story with your child starting with a word that begins with A.  Each succeeding word starts with the next letter of the alphabet.  Alternate turns.  You might say, “A,” you r child gives “baby,” you continue with “can.” and so on.  Nonsense stories are the most fun.

Find a letter 


Print a capital or small letter in the center of a fairly large piece of cardboard.  Ask your child to find letters that are the same as the center one.  Paste them on the cardboard around the letter.  

Your child will begin to see that the same letter can look very different, depending on where and how it is printed. 

Watch the shape


Outline on a long strip of paper the letters of the alphabet.  Prepare individual letter of same size and have you child match them with the letters on the paper strip.

Alphabet soup


Print letters on small cards (both consonants and vowels).  Put three bowls in a row - -label the first “Consonants,” the second “Vowels,” and the third “Consonants. “  Place the letters in the bowls and see how many three-letter words your child can make, using one letter from each bowl.

Letter match 


Prepare 5” x 7” oak-tag cards with a capital and small form of a letter on each card.  Cut the letters apart, making sure that each cutting pattern is different.  Mix up all the parts, then ask your child to match correct form of capital and small letter.  If choice is correct, the notches will fit.

Newspaper fun


When reading the newspaper ask your child to join you and identify some of the letter names in the headlines.  Older kids can identify familiar words.

Alphabet clues


Make two sets of alphabet cards.   Place one set out on the table for your child to see but not in alphabetical order.  Turn the other set of cards over in a pile.  You draw a card and give a clue about the letter such as:  “It is the letter that comes before m” or “ It is the letter that comes between m and p.”  Them the child finds the correct letter on the table.

Concentration 


Using the two sets of alphabet cards suggested above, develop a concentration game.  Mark off a piece of cardboard into 24 squares.  Place 12 cards of the same letters from each set of cards face-down on this concentration board.  

one person turns over two cards at a time.  If they are the same letter he takes the pair.  If not,  both cards are turned over again and another player tries to make a match.  The player with the most pairs wins.  By making one set of capital letter cards and another of small letters, the same activity can be used for matching capital and small letters. 

Alphabetical order


After you make your grocery shopping list, ask your child to put items into alphabetical order.  

First one finished


While your family travels or shops, have the children look for things to fit into alphabetical order.  For example, something that begins with “a” (apple, automobile) then “b” (barn, bee, bread)  and so on.  See who can complete the alphabet first!

Lettered envelopes


Glue 26 small-sized envelopes together by folding back the flap -- moisten the gummed part of the flap and them attach it to the front of another envelope.  Label each with an alphabet letter.  Encourage children to alphabetize and place into each envelope and word they need to practice.

Letter shapes


Have the child look at a letter written down.  Then have her roll and shape clay or other modeling material into the shape of the letter.  Pipe cleaners also can be used.

Games to practice Letter Sounds- Children need practice in learning the sounds that letters make.   

Picture clippers


Around holiday time, have your child clip out pictures of hearts, shamrocks, pumpkins, turkeys, and other symbols of the holidays.  Ask him to color them and paste them in a scrapbook according to beginning letter sounds.

Letters for a trip


Ask your child to name all of the things that start with a particular letter, perhaps “b” or “t,” that he might take on a trip.  Activities done in school or in the winter or during a summer vacation are other topics to use.

Shake the marble


With a felt pen, print a consonant in each egg cup of an egg carton.. place a marble in the box and close it.  Have your child shake the box, then open it.  Where the marble landed, he must name that consonant and think of a word that begins with it.  Digraphs, blends, or vowels can be used with older children.

Clip the sound


Paste four to six pictures of things that begin with initial consonant sounds on a square or round piece of oak tag.  Write each of these consonants on a gripper clothespin.  Have your child clip a clothespin to its correct picture.  Put the answer on back so he can check himself.

Seasonal word chart


Each month ask your child to think of words that the current month reminds him of and list them on a chart.  For example, “May” might have:  grass, breeze, sun, flowers, rain, baseball, bicycle, picnic.

Then have your child name the consonant or blend that each word begins with and find or draw another item beginning with that same sound -- grass, grapes; breeze, brother.

At the restaurant


Draw capital and small letters on slips of paper with felt pen.  Use letters that begin with foods children would associate with eating at a restaurant - - c, cake;  b, burger; h, hot dog; s, salad, and so on.. Hold up the letter.  See how many food items they can order that begin with the letter.  Score a point for each correct answer.  Make the game more challenging with blend sounds as br, bread; fr, fries; st, steak.

Show me the letter


Give the child small cards on which a letter has been printed.  As you read a word from cans, boxes, magazines, the child must select the card with the beginning letter of that word.  Them show him the words so he can visually see the beginning letter.

Consonant pick


Paste or draw a picture of one item on a 5” x 7” card.  Punch 3 holes at one end of the card and label each hole with a consonant letter,  one of which is the correct beginning sound of the picture.  On the back of the card,  mark the letter next to the correct hole only.  Give child a pencil to insert in hole next to correct beginning letter.  She can self-correct by checking the back.  This game can also be used with digraphs, blends, and vowels for older children.

Egg timer


Using an hour-glass sand-type egg timer,  have the child say as many words as possible that begin with a certain sound by the time the sand goes down!  Record the words, then show the child each word, helping him to visually see that the word does actually have that letter at the beginning position.

Letter clues


Have children draw five boxes on a paper in which to draw letters to from a word.  Either draw from an alphabet pack of cards, or call out random letters.  Children may enter a letter at any time,  and at any position.  The person who makes a word first is the winner.  You may wish to begin this activity with a clue (It will be something we eat) about a word that will fit into the puzzle (apple, peach).

Zany zoo


Have the child name an animal.  Now she must say where the animal lives and what it eats but these answers must begin with the same letter of the animal’s name.  Nonsense answers are OK as long as words begin with the same letter.

Three circles


Draw three circles on a paper or chalkboard.  In first circle place beginning consonant sounds,  in the second circle vowels, in the third circle ending consonant sounds.  The child must choose one letter form each circle and sound out the word.  

Some words may be nonsense words but that allows the child to practice looking at sounds that can be put together - - m-o-m, m-e-m, p-i-m, p-o-m. Them use the real words in sentences.

Sound situations


Give the child a letter and a situation.  He must give words that are appropriate for the situation and that begin with the sound o the letter.  For example,  I own a grocery and I have bananas, beets .... to sell; In the kitchen you can find faucets, forks, fish....

Vowel sounds


Write the short vowels on one long side, the long vowels on the other side of a 9” x 12” cardboard.  Give the child a clothespin.  Say a word or show a picture card and have child place the clothespin on the vowel sound he hears in the word.

Spin the pin


Write letters around the edge of a paper plate.  In the center place a large safety pin.  Through the end of the pin place a brad, press the brad on through the plate, and fasten.  Child spins the pin, then says a word that begins with the sound of the letter the pin points to.  For a variation, state a word that ends with the letter spun, or place consonant blend around the edge of the plate and then play.

Rhyming pictures


Cut a picture from a magazine or catalog.  Have your child draw or cut out other pictures of things that rhyme with your picture.  For a bug picture, there might be rug, hug, tug.  Then together make a rhyme using all the words:  The little bug


 in the big red rug 


had to tug and tug 


on his friend Pug 


to get a hug.

Vowel collection 


Label each of five large empty cans or oatmeal boxes with a vowel.  Assist your child in cutting small pictures form catalogs and magazines.  The child says the name of the picture, determines which vowel sound is in the word, and places it in the proper can.  From time to time, he can add to this collection of vowel pictures.

Buy an object


From a catalog or magazine cut small pictures of items interesting to kids.  Cut circles of paper to resemble coins and on each write a letter.  Give each player an equal number of “coins.”  Lay the pictures on a table.  Each player in turn buy an object using the coin with the correct beginning sound.

Making words


On a large sheet of paper, sketch three large circles.  In the first circle write several prefixes, in the second some root words, in the third several suffixes.  Ask you child to choose a root word from the center circle and see if he can find a prefix or suffix to add to it to make a word.  Record the words.

Put a clothespin on the letter


Write letters around the edge of 9” x 12” cardboard.  Give the child a clothespin, then say a letter sound or word that begins with a single consonant, and have child clip the clothespin on the appropriate letter.

Making new words


Make two horizontal slits about 2” apart in the center of a paper plate.  On each side of the slits write: b, d; or p, n; or b, n; or c, t; or t, n.  On a strip of paper write the five vowels.  Slide strip through the slits so that a vowel appears between the consonants.  Child says the word-- than moves the strip down so another vowel appears in the opening.  Some words will be nonsense words but children need to be able to figure out these too.

Games to practice Sight Words- Children need practice reading and using words so that they will be recognized quickly.  When children know a word immediately, it becomes part of their sight vocabulary.   

Around the house


On 3” x 5” cards write items that are found around the house -- table, chair, rug and so on.  Help your child read these words and point to the items.  Keep words in a plastic bag, adding new ones and reviewing the others.

Yarn words


Cut a piece of yarn about a yard long.  Each day write a word you child has learned on a small card and paste it on the yarn string starting at the top.   Hang up yarn with tape.

Cover the word


Make a bingo-type card using your child’s sight words and put the same words on small cards.  Use buttons for markers.  The first time you play, hold up a card, say the word, have child repeat it after you.  Then she looks for it on t he bingo card, says it again, and covers it with the marker.  Continue until all words are covered.  After several games, just call (do not show) the word as the child covers it on card.

Can you find it?  Can you name it?


Print words your child is learning on separate strips of paper.  Hide one some place in your home, perhaps under the bathroom rug.  Ask you child to find the slip (give a clue).  If he finds it, he earns a reward; if he can also read it, he gets two rewards --cookie, apple, peanuts, cheese squares.  The next day hide two words, each in a different place.  Continue each day until four or five words are hidden. 

Hang up the stars


Make a flash card for each word you child is trying to learn.  Name each word, then have your child trace it with a finger and say it.  After several day s stack the words and flash them,  one at a time.  Put a gold star on every word correctly named and give it to your child to hold.  Each day try again with the entire pack of words,  adding more stars.  When a word has 3 stars, take it from the pack and hang in a prominent place.

Compound words


Give your child a word which, when added to another, could be part of a compound word.  The child adds the second word to form a compound.  Print this compound word onto a card.  When you have done this several times, cut cards apart and play Concentration.

Toss the beanbag


On large wrapping paper, write sight words and lay paper on the floor.  Make or buy a beanbag.  The child tosses the beanbag and says the word, uses the word in a sentence, give a rhyming word, or gives the definition of the word where the beanbag lands.

Games to practice Building Vocabulary- Provide many experiences to help you child develop a rich and varied vocabulary.   

Picture words


Put pictures of people, animals, and so on in a line on a table.  How many words can your child use to describe each picture?  File pictures to use later for creative stories.

Word pictures


Ask you child to create a collage illustrating a mood such as angry, happy, dejected, shy, elated.

Word for the day


Child picks a Word for the Day form the newspaper.  (It should be one he doesn’t know.)  Using the dictionary,  he looks up the word, then uses it three times in sentences.

Can you find it?


Put several sentence on paper leaving out one word such as:  “Tom is riding a _______”;  “Mary is going to visit her ________.”  Prepare cards with the missing words and some with extra words.  See if your child can select the correct missing words.

Hot potato


Play this sentence game.  Set a timer for 1 to 3 minutes.  Begin a sentence, with each player adding a word until the timer sounds.  If it’s your turn, you lose!

Facial expressions


Ask child to imitate your facial expressions - - happy, sad, angry - - and together discuss synonyms for these words.  Put all the words on cards; then have the child pick a card, say its word, and try to make the appropriate facial expression.

Collecting words


Start a collection of words about your child’s favorite sport, hobby, food, and so on.  He writes them on cards and uses them to discuss or write about this favorite topic.

Swim for the words


List an action word on a sheet of paper such as swim.  Your child then names things that can swim and writes these answers under the word.  When the sheet is filled, he reads it aloud.

Matching pictures and words


Fold up 1” of 3” x 5” cards and staple to make openings for popsicle sticks.  Glue a picture on each card.  Print the word for each picture on the end of a popsicle stick.  The child tries to match cards and sticks.

Name the item in the picture


Select a picture and with your child name every item in it.  Record and number items on paper, later ask, “Can you find no. 3?”  The child must look at the word and find it in the picture.

Games to practice Comprehension-  Comprehension is what it’s all about.  Check often to see if your child understands what is being read. 

Look what I did today


Suggest your child draw a picture of something special that happened during the day.  Write a sentence or two to explain the picture.  When several papers are done, staple them into a booklet for reading again and again. 

Guess what this is?


Use simple riddles as games.  “What rhymes with bed?  It is a color.”  What rhymes with right?  It is hard to see at this time.”  Encourage the child to create and ask your several riddles.

Grocery ads


Put newspapers, magazines, and grocery ads on a table.  Ask your child to cut out: things in the city; things we like to touch, to taste, to smell; things that have wheels; pets, and so on.  Paste in a scrapbook and label each one.  At different times ask your child to read these words using the pictures as clues.

Numbered pictures


Cut pictures from a favorite comic strip and number their order on the back.  Ask your child to look at all of them and put in proper sequence.  Check with numbers on back to see if correct.

Take a break


To show that words have more than one meaning, say these sentences: “Are you in a jam?” “The boy flew down the street.” “ What time of the year is it?”  “Take a break form your work.”  Discuss the different meanings of the underlined words.

Cool story


Write parts of sentences such as, a hot day, the beach, cool water, an ice-cream man.  Have your youngster make up a story using these phrases.  Start a booklet called Fun Stories.

Out-of-Place words


Write three or four sentences, each containing an out-of-place word.  “The lady wore a blue hatchet on her head.”  “The dog chewed a large boulder.”  Have your child find the wrong word and substitute an appropriate one.

Blobs

Ask your child to think of a word and then write three sentences using it; but instead of writing the actual word, write blob in its place.  Others try to guess what blob stands for.  Try this.


1.  The blob was round and red.


2.  It’s fun to bounce the blob.


3.  Mary caught the blob.

Missing words and phrases


Write a short paragraph leaving out certain key words.  Your child fills in the missing words, either writing them, or dictating them to you.

Completing sentences


Each player contributes one word toward the completion of a sentence, trying not to be the person to end the sentence.

Draw the missing word


Write a sentence, leaving out a word that can be illustrated or drawn.  Have your child draw a picture of the missing word.  Usually there will be more than one correct word.

Newspaper pictures


Cut a picture from a newspaper.  Ask the child to tell what the newspaper article might be about.  Now you read the article to the child.  How well did the child predict?

Mix Cards


Put each word of a sentence on cards, then mix up the cards.  The child puts the words in order to make a sentence.  For an older child, put punctuation marks on cards also.  Can the sentence be rearranged into a question?

Numbered spaces


Fold a paper twice to create four spaces.  Number them.  Now ask the child to illustrate in four pictures the steps he must take to:


1.  Make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.


2.  Get ready for school.


3.  Get ready for a picnic.

For the older child, fold the paper three times to make eight spaces for eight steps.

Tic-Tac-Toe

Read a story or article to your child.  On paper or chalkboard, make a tic-tac-toe diagram and ask questions about the story.  If the child knows the answer, he adds and X.  If not, you place an O.  See who wins!

Multiple meaning


Give your child a word with multiple meanings such as ring.  He illustrates as many meanings as possible, or dictates sentences containing the different meanings.  Other words to use are fly, bill, train, back.

They go together


Say a group of words that go together.  Ask you child to add another word in the same category.  For example:  bed, chair, table, desk, __________ or apple, banana, orange, peach,____________

Happy and sad faces


On tag board circles draw a happy face and a sad face.  Glue or staple the circles to a popsicle stick.  Let the child tell a story, using the stick puppets to do the action.

Gobbledegook


Write a sentence such as this one:  “The unhappy, sad, gloomy, sorrowful baboon sat on a log in the jungle on the ground on some moss and worried about what he was going to have for supper at night at 8:00 p.m.”  Now ask you child to read it and get rid of the unnecessary words.  Having a time limit will add excitement!
