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I. Course Description
World Cultures focuses on the major areas of the Eastern Hemisphere including the former Soviet Union, China, Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, Japan, and India.  A unit on Latin America is also included in this study.  Each of these regions will be studied by examining its geography, history, culture, economic system, and political system in an independent world.  At this course level, students will use documents and outside readings in evaluating political ideologies and their impact on the developing cultures.  The students will participate in a variety of activities to learn about the achievements and problems of these regions.  The result of taking this course should be greater awareness of why other cultures are different from ours, an appreciation of these differences, and an acute awareness of the need to understand each other in a shrinking world.

II. Course Length and Meeting Times 

1. Period Length 42 minutes

2. Cycle Days 1-6 

III. Yearly Course Schedule


Prologue (Introduction to study of cultures)


Former Soviet Union & Eastern Europe 


M.P. 1


East Asia





M.P. 2


South and Southeast Asia


The Middle East





M.P. 3


Sub-Saharan Africa


Latin America

Major World Problem Group Project


M.P. 4

IV. Course Goals/ Objectives
1. For students to demonstrate an understanding of different cultures including religion,

Governments, and ways of life.

2. To have students label geographic features on maps from different regions listed in section III.

3. Students should display an understanding of the history of the regions listed in section III.

V. Text


Geography: Realms, Regions, and Concepts   Wiley
VI. Course Requirements

Reports, Group Projects, etc., will be weighted by the instructor at the time they are assigned.  Students will be required to do an oral report on one of the world’s major problems.  A model U.N. setting will be used to listen and discuss these reports.

VII. Evaluation Criteria

1. The point system will be used to determine students’ grades averages.  Marking period grades 

will be determined by total points earned divided by total points available.

2. Tests will carry a weight of 50-80 points depending on the number of questions provided.  At 

least several days notice will be given prior to taking a test.

3. Homework will be collected and will be worth up to 10 points per assignment.

4. Homework accuracy tests will be given two or three times per marking period.  Each homework accuracy test will be worth 50 points.  All homework tests will be announced one day in advance with a checklist provided for specific homework needed to take the test.  All out of class work will be subject to homework accuracy tests.

5. Current event articles will be assigned pertaining to World Cultures and will be worth 15 points.

6. Bonus Points will be awarded for successful participation in review games, current events contests, etc..

7. A semester and final exam will be given. (20%)

VIII. Grading Scale

93%-100% = A


77%-84% = C

Below 70%  = F


85%-92% = B


70%-76% = D

IX. Make up Work  


Make up work will follow student handbook.

X. Classroom Behavior
  
Be Prompt, Be Respectful, Be Prepared
* The mission of the Northern York County School District, in cooperation with the home and community, is to ensure that all learners are prepared to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow.  
