Sustained Investigation Written Evidence
Remember:
· A Sustained Investigation is not a series of work involving cats, cars, emotions, and so on, appropriated from appealing images found online.
· The Sustained Investigation idea is not discovered one week prior to the submission of a portfolio by searching for commonalities in a group of divergent works.
· A Sustained Investigation is under way when students come to "own" their imagery, whether objective or nonobjective, based on personal observation, experience, ideas, research, and experimentation, or a combination of these.
1. It is important to remember that you are showing evidence of your thought process and experimentation.  Forget the idea of 15 finished works – focus on ways to show your growth.  
· Put your thoughts on paper (thumbnails, sketches, notes)
· Try making art in an unusual way
· Use this time to do things you haven’t had the time to try
2. Ask yourself – what do I want to discover through my work?  Why am I doing this? What holds my interest?
· Turn your statement into a question. I love drawing and painting the effects of light.  Why? I love capturing how changing lighting conditions can transform objects. Why? Changing light creates patterns and color variations that are often overlooked.  My statement could be “Through my art I am investigating how varied lighting conditions create visually interesting color and light variations that are often overlooked.”
3. Answer question 1: Identify the questions that guided your sustained investigation
· This is a brief statement.  You only need a sentence or two.  
4. Answer question 2: Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision guided by your questions.
· This should explain your thought process “I started by investigating _______ as shown in pieces 1 and 2.  That gave me the idea to ____________.  Then I ________________ because I noticed _____________”  Google examples to help formulate this statement.  


From the College Board:
Questions that guide the sustained investigation are typically formulated at the beginning of portfolio development.  Students should formulate their questions based on their own experiences and ideas.  These guiding questions should be documented and further developed by students throughout the sustained investigation.
Identify the following for each image (this does not go in the statement.  It is listed with the image at upload)
· Materials used (100 characters maximum, including spaces.  Be as specific as possible)
· Processes used (100 characters maximum, including spaces.  Be as specific as possible)
· Size (height x width in inches)
Images that document process or show detail students should enter “N/A” for size.  For digital and virtual work, students should enter the size of the intended visual display.
5.  Do numbers 3 and 4 in word and share them with me for proof reading.  I will also share these statements with others who have agreed to help us find the holes in the portfolios.  Refer to your reflection sheets to help you.  That’s why we did them all year! Your images and reflections are in the Class Notebook.  

From the College Board:
The most successful portfolio submissions will demonstrate:
· Written and visual evidence of questions/inquiry that furthers the sustained investigation
· Written and visual evidence of practice, experimentation, and/or revision that furthers the sustained investigation
· Visual evidence of synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas
· Visual evidence of advanced 2D skills

Refer to the official College Board Rubrics for guidance.
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