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Spectroscopy

«othe fingerprints of the elements

VA

1) An atom is "zapped" %

with energy.
2) An electron
absorbs energy,
moving it from
its "ground" state
tothe "excited"

energ

ate. there
3) The "excited"
state electronis very
unstable, so it soon falls

back to the ground state.

much
absor|

returns toits ground
it releases the
y it had absorbed,
sometimesin the form
of visi
5) The wavelength (and
ore the color) of
light depends on how

state,

bed and released.
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